Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 10th March, , 2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.T. Mullen.

Also Present:
Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Brennan C. Connery, J. Cody, J. Coogan, P. Hogan, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, M. Doran, J. Brett, T. Maher, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, C. Long, J. P. Phelan, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy. 

Apologies:

Cllr. J. McGuinness. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, T. Gunning, Director of Service, P. O’Neill, Director of Service, J. McCormack, Director of Service, T. Walsh, Director of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, J. Rochford, Assistant Staff Officer.  

Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Patricia Brennan, Georges tree, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her sister Sr. Eileen O’Donovan.  

· Paddy Harding, Esker, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Martin Harding. 
· John Phelan, Kilmacar, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his sister Margaret Ryan. 
· Mary and Anne Marie butler, Cooleshall, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny on the death of John Butler. 

· Anne Grennan, Ballycurran, Tullogher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother Pat O’Gorman. 

· Mr. & Mrs. John Greene, Shanbogh, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their daughter Una Greene. 
· Seamus Howley, Clonassey, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny  on the death of his nephew Bill Aylward. 

· Bob Quinn, Millbanks, Rosbercon, New Ross on the death of his mother Alice Quinn. 

· Ned Freeman, Ballynunnery, The Rower, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Freeman. 

It was proposed by Cllr J Brett and seconded by Cllr P Hogan and resolved 

‘that a motion of sympathy be extended to the McGuinness family on the death of Michael J. McGuinness, former member of Kilkenny County Council’.

Tributes were paid to the late Cllr. Michael J. McGuinness (1921 – 2003) who died on Wednesday 5th March 2003.. Contributions from Cllrs. J. Brett, P. Hogan, J. Cody, T. Mullen, Cathaoirleach, and M Malone, Co Manager.

All Contributions acknowledged that the late Mick McGuinness played a pivotal role in the development of Kilkenny City and County as a tourist, cultural and industrial centre.  In particular,  the following milestones in his political life were noted. 
· He was Mayor of Kilkenny City on seven different occasions and last surviving Freeman of the City, the freedom of Kilkenny City having been bestowed on him on 20th December, 1995. 
· First Elected to Kilkenny County Council in 1959 and resigned in 1999.
· Longest serving public representative in Ireland

· Vice President of the Council of Europe

· Chairman of Municipal Authority of Ireland and South Eastern Health Board

· He played a major role in securing the headquarters of the South Eastern Health Board for Kilkenny.

· He was one of the main driving forces behind the success of the Kilkenny Beer Festival in the 1960’s and 1970’s.

The sympathy of the Council was extended to the McGuinness family including his son Cllr. John McGuinness T.D.
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. P. Hogan and resolved:- 
“As a mark of respect to the late Michael  J. McGuinness that the Council Meeting be adjourned”. 

Meeting adjourned at 4.15 p.m.
